


Descriptions of the most frequently used databases 

Patent databases 

Epodoc 
The Epodoc database is the European 
Patent Organisation’s own electro-
nic patent database, containing clas-
sified patent applications/patents 
from 71 patent organisations. The 
database covers EP, PCT, OAPI and 
ARIPO completely, USA from 1832, 
England, France and Germany from 
app. 1920. Japan and other European 
countries are covered from 1971/74 
to date. Epodoc contains the database 
PAJ (Japio) from the Japanese Patent 
Organisation. The database is updated 
weekly and the search is performed in 
the abstract of a patent/patent applica-
tion filed by the applicant. In the case 
of older documents, searches can only 
be made on title and/or patent class/es. 
Searches cannot be made in the entire 
patent text. A citation search in Epo-
doc covers those documents cited in 
the subject patent application, as well 
as the documents cited by the techni-
cal examiner. The search also covers 
patent literature in which the subject 
document or its family is cited.

WPI (World Patents Index)
The WPI database is made by Thom-
son and covers published patent appli-
cations and granted patents from more 
than 40 patent organisations. The 
database covers Belgium, Canada, 
France, Japan, the Netherlands, Ger-
many, Russia /Soviet, South Africa, 
Switzerland, UK and USA from 1963, 
Czech Republic, Slovakia, Denmark, 
Finland, Israel, Hungary, Norway, 
Portugal, Romania, Austria and Swe-
den from 1974-75, PCT, EP, Italy and 
Brazil from 1976, Australia, Luxem-
bourg and Spain from 1984, China 
and South Korea from 1987, New 
Zealand and Taiwan from 1993, Ire-

land and the Philippines from 1995, 
German utility models from 1996, 
and Mexico from 1998. The database 
covers the following subjects: phar-
maceuticals from 1963, agricultural 
chemicals from 1965, plastics and po-
lymers from 1966, all other chemicals 
from 1970, mechanics, electronics 
and all other technology in general 
from 1974.The database is updated 
weekly. The search is performed in 
the abstract of the patent/patent appli-
cation. The abstract is formulated by 
the producer of the database. A search 
cannot be made in full patent text. 

Full-text search in TXTUS
This database covers the full text of 
all US-patent documents published 
since 1836. The entire patent text is 
searchable.

Full-text search in TXTEP
This database covers the full text of 
all EP-patent documents published 
since 1978. The entire patent text is 
searchable.

Full-text search in TXTWO
This database covers the full text of 
PCT applications published after 1970. 
The entire patent text is searchable.

Full-text search in TXTGB
This database covers the full text 
of GB-patent documents published 
since 1894. The entire patent text is 
searchable.

 Full-text search in TXTAU
This database covers the full text 
of AU-patent documents published 
since 1967. The entire patent text is 
searchable.

Full-text search in TXTDE
This database covers the full text 
of DE-patent documents published 
since 1920. The entire patent text is 
searchable.

Full-text search in TXTAT
This database covers the full text 
of AT-patent documents published 
since 1902. The entire patent text is 
searchable.

Full-text search in TXTCH
This database covers the full text 
of CH-patent documents published 
since 1920. The entire patent text is 
searchable.

Full-text search in TXTFR
This database covers the full text 
of FR-patent documents published 
since 1920. The entire patent text is 
searchable.

Full-text search in TXTBE
This database covers the full text 
of BE-patent documents published 
since 1983. The entire patent text is 
searchable.

Full-text search in TXTCA
This database covers the full text 
of CA-patent documents published 
since 1981. The entire patent text is 
searchable.

M-CAM 
M-CAM is a database and a tool for 
retrieving and analysing patents. We 
have access to patent information 
from 84 countries. Companies which 
are citing or have cited a specific pa-
tent can be shown in a unique gra-
phical manner. With this tool we can 
also retrieve patents which could have 
been cited or could be citing a specific 
patent using semantic searching.

Patents can also be shown on a world 
map. The number of patents in each 
country is showed with a colour and 
the intensity of this colour shows how 
many patents there have been publis-
hed in that country. We are using M-
CAM as a supplement to searches car-
ried out in our other databases. In this 
way we can retrieve patents which we 
would not have found otherwise. We 
are also using M-CAM in our Patent 
Intelligence products combined with 
results from other databases.

WIPSGLOBAL 
This is a Korean database with Eng-
lish abstracts for Korean patent in-
formation back to 1979 for examined 
applications and 1983 for unexamined 
applications. We can find more patent 
information from Korea in this data-
base than in possibly any other data-
base in the world.

PAT-LIST-CN/WEB 
This is a Chinese database with ab-
stracts for Chinese patent information. 
We have access to English abstracts 
and claim 1 dating back to 1985.

Non-patent databases

Chemical Abstracts
The CAplus File is a chemistry biblio-
graphic database available from CAS 
(Chemical Abstracts Service). CAplus 
covers international journals, patents, 
patent families, technical disclosures, 
technical reports, books, conference 
proceedings, dissertations, electronic-
only journals and web preprints from 
all areas of chemistry, biochemistry, 
chemical engineering and related 
sciences from 1907 to the present. The 
search is performed on abstracts.

Biosis 
The Biosis database is a bibliographic 
database covering worldwide research 
on all biological and biomedical to-
pics. The sources are journals, U.S. 
patents (1986-1989, 1995 to the pre-
sent), reports, meetings (abstracts and 
papers), 
reviews and books. File data from 
1969 to the present. The database is 
updated four times per month. The 
search is performed on abstracts

Biotechabs (Derwent Biotechno-
logy Resource)
The database covers literature on all 
aspects of biotechnology. The sources 
are journals, patents and conference 
contributions. File data from 1982 to 
the present. The database is updated 
weekly. The search is performed on 
abstracts.

Embase (Excerpta Medica) 
The Embase database is a bibliogra-
phic database that covers the world-
wide biomedical and pharmaceutical 
literature. It is produced by Elsevier 
B.V. The sources are journals from 
about 70 countries, books, conferen-
ce proceedings and reports. Patents, 
handbook monographs, and dissertati-
ons are NOT included. File data from 
1974 to the present. The database is 
updated weekly. The search is perfor-
med on abstracts.

Frosti (Foodline® Science) 
The Frosti database is a bibliogra-
phic database covering the food and 
drink industry. The sources are books, 
conferences, government documents, 
journals, patents, reports and stan-
dards.  File data from 1972 to the pre-
sent. The database is updated twice 
a week. The search is performed on 
abstracts.

FSTA (Food Science and Technology 
Abstracts) 
The FSTA database is a bibliogra-
phic database providing coverage of 
scientific and technological aspects 
of the processing and manufacturing 
of human food products. The sources 
are journals, books, conference pro-
ceedings, reports, patents, pamphlets, 
legislation and dissertations. File data 
from 1969 to the present and the data-
base is updated weekly. The search is 
performed on abstracts.

Kosmet (Cosmetic & Perfume 
Science & Technology) 
The Kosmet database is a bibliogra-
phic database containing citations of 
the worldwide literature on cosmetics 
and perfumes, with an emphasis on 
scientific and technical research and 
studies. The sources are journals, con-
ferences, letters, patents, reports and 
reviews. File data from 1968 to the 
present and the database is updated 
monthly. The search is performed on 
abstracts.

Medline (MEDlars onLINE) 
The Medline database is a bibliogra-
phic database produced by the U.S. 
National Library of Medicine (NLM). 
The database covers worldwide bio-
medical literature. File data from 
1950 to the present and the database 
is updated 5 times a week. The search 
is performed on abstracts. Records be-
fore 1975 do not have abstracts.

TCM (Traditional Chinese Medicine)
The TCM database contains Chinese 
patents related to Traditional Chinese 
Medicine. File data from 1988 to pre-
sent.


